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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 
The application has been amended as follows: In Claim 41, line 2, "said method" has 
been replaced with -said system—. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-43 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to Claim 1, the prior art of record taken along or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious flowing said separated chemical constituent into an optical detector; and 
measuring said chemical constituent while said chemical constituent is flowing through said 
detector, in combination with the rest of the limitations of the claim. 

As to Claim 21, the prior art of record taken along or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious placing said separated chemical constituent into an optical detector; measuring 
said chemical constituent; and recombining said separated chemical constituent and said opaque 
slurry particles, in combination with the rest of the limitations of the claim. 

As to Claim 22, the prior art of record taken along or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious flowing said chemical constituent into an optical detector and measuring said 
chemical constituent without ever contacting a fluid valve with said abrasive slurry particles, in 
combination with the rest of the limitations of the claim. 

As to Claim 23, the prior art of record taken along or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious said separator comprising a slurry region and a chemical constituent region; an 
optical detector; and a flow control system for controlling flow of said chemical constituent from 
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said chemical constituent region to said optical detector, in combination with the rest of the 
limitations of the claim. 

As to Claim 41, the prior art of record taken along or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious an optical detector; and a flow control system comprising: a conduit connecting 
said chemical constituent permeate region and said optical detector, and a pressure bleed port 
connected to said optical detector, in combination with the rest of the limitations of the claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Fisher et al disclose a method of controlling the concentration of a component based 
on absorption spectroscopy measurement. Huang et al disclose a slurry filtration system for a 
chemical mechanical polishing system. Connolly et al discloses a method for measuring 
concentration level of a particular analyte in a moving liquid. Farkas et al teach a method for 
measuring slurry particle size during substrate polishing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to L. G. Lauchman whose telephone number is (571) 272-2418. 
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The examiner's normal work schedule is 8:00am to 4:30pm (EST), Monday through Friday, If 
attempts to reach examiner by the telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor Gregory 
J. Toatley, Jr. can be reached on (571) 272-2059, ext. 77. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1562. 
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